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relieved its defenders were in danger of
running short of ammunition. It was
promptly arranged that Sandeman and
I should gallop back- to Cawnpore, report
the state of affairs to General Sir John
Ingflis, and obtain his permission to bring
our detachment as quickly as possible
across country to a point about three
miles from the threatened post, where we
were to join a couple of companies of the
Rifle Brigade and proceed to its relief.
Off we set as fast as our horses could
carry us. It was late in the evening
when we arrived; Sandeman. going *
straight to our lines to turn out our men,
while I went to the Fort and obtained
an interview with Sir John Inglis. .
He was at first apparently disinclined
to let so young an officer take a detach-
ment at night so far from support into
the wilds ; but at last he listened to my
arguments, and after impressing on me
that I was to act under the orders of
Colonel Macdonell, allowed me to go.
When I got to the lines I found the
men already mounted and "told off/3